Introduction
The socio-economic position of the Endorois, an indigenous minority group in Kenya's Rift Valley region, is a function of their pastoralist culture interacting with a state whose developmental imperative is to modernise through markets. The marginal position occupied by pastoralism in the economic matrix of the state has led to its de-emphasis in favour of economic activities that respond to market demands, in this case, tourism, mining and energy extraction. But in order to achieve this national aspiration, the Endorois were forcefully evicted by the Kenyan state with the consequent loss of livelihood, culture and religion.
I begin by providing a contextual appraisal of the Endorois community and place their struggle within the framework of Kenyan law. I then analyse the proceedings of the Endorois case at the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, including an interrogation of the Commission's decision from the perspective of comparative human rights. The last part of the article considers the impact of the Commission's decision in Centre for Minority Rights Development (CEMIRIDE) 4 The Kenyan government (Respondent State) questioned this assertion and argued that the Endorois were not a distinct group but only a sub-group of the Tugen community in Baringo. See Endorois Decision, supra note 1, para. 161. The Respondent State during the oral hearings at the 40th Ordinary Session in Banjul, The Gambia, stated that: "(a) the Endorois do not deserve special treatment since they are no different from the other Tugen sub-group, and that (b) inclusion of some of the members of the Endorois in 'modern society' has affected their cultural distinctiveness, such that it would be difficult to define them as a distinct legal personality (c) representation of the Endorois by the Endorois Welfare Council is allegedly not legitimate". and reconceptualizations influential in forcing states to comply, especially in areas that they consider sensitive or untouchable?"2 Given the near untouchability3 of corporate interests in Africa, this article assesses the possibility that decisions of international or regional human rights bodies could provide incentives for re-configuring the asymmetrical power relationship between corporate interests and indigenous peoples in the continent.
A People and Their Land

The Endorois "Peoples"
The Endorois are a distinct Kalenjin speaking community, and the original inhabitants of the Lake Bogoria area within Kenya's Rift Valley region.4 The community numbers approximately 400 families (just over 10,000 people according to the 2009 Kenyan census). These families have been practitioners of the pastoralist lifestyle in this location since time immemorial. The Endorois depend upon their livestock for survival, grazing their animals near Lake Bogoria during the rainy seasons, while turning to the Mochongoi forest in the dry seasons. The land surrounding Lake Bogoria is extremely fertile, providing green pastures as well as medicinal salt licks vital for their livestock's health. Equally important, Lake Bogoria
